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News from Around the Region and Washington, DC 
(December) 
 
 

 Massachusetts agrees to slash power plant emissions under 9-state system," by Mary C. Serreze, 
Springfield Republican: "Nine Northeastern states, including Massachusetts, have finalized an 
agreement, first announced in August, to aggressively reduce emissions from power plants. ... The 
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative on Tuesday wrapped up 18 months of stakeholder meetings with 
an updated rule to slash greenhouse gas pollution by 30 percent between 2020 and 2030. That's on 
top of a 40 percent reduction achieved since the cap-and-trade initiative launched in 2009. 

 

 Prime Minister Trudeau let Canadians know that the deadlock in NAFTA talks is keeping him up at 
night as all eyes look towards the Montreal round in 2018. (Global News) 
 

 RGGI States Release Updated Model Rule, Concluding Regional Program Review Process 
 

 Department of Energy Announces $12 Million to Advance Early-Stage Solar Research 
 

 Trump to Release Infrastructure Plan in January, Official Says 
 

 CO2 Allowances Sold for $3.80 in 38th RGGI Auction - $55.8 Million Raised for Reinvestment in Last 
Auction of 2017 
 

 In his prepared testimony before the House Energy and Commerce Committee, EPA Administrator 
Pruitt referenced Governors and EPA-state partnership: 

 
“EPA will also respect the important role that state governors play in cooperative federalism and will 
seek their views and perspectives on compliance assistance and other opportunities to improve the 
EPA-state partnership. In addition, the Agency will work to strengthen intergovernmental 
consultation methods to engage stakeholders and hear diverse views on the impacts of prospective 
regulations.” 
 

 New England Grid prepared for winter reliability (RTO Insider) 
 

 Plug-in Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure Needs for Nationwide Coverage 
 

 Oak Ridge National Laboratory has released the 36th Annual edition of the Transportation Energy 
Data Book - a compendium of data on transportation with an emphasis on energy. 
 

 Secretary of Energy Rick Perry Announces $18.5 Million for Offshore Wind Research 
 

 NOAA Special report: 2016 extreme weather events and ties to climate change 
 

 EPA Awards $1.345 Million to New England States to Help Protect Wetlands 
 

 Regional Program To Reduce Carbon Emissions Expected To Expand (RI Public Radio) 
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