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New England Governors/Eastern Canadian Premiers (NEG/ECP) 

Annual Committee Report 

 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
The NEG/ECP committees have performed significant cross-committee coordination in 
2014-15 in affirmation of the complex and interdependent relationships between the 
region’s environment, economies, transportation and energy systems. Opportunities to 
address these connections materialized in cross-committee work on achieving our GHG 
emission reduction targets; the gathering of information on changing energy landscapes 
and the related economic and environmental implications; collaboration for a diverse, 
dynamic and green economy; and the pursuit of transportation-related greenhouse gas 
emission reductions. These actions continue to position the NEG/ECP region as a 
leader in global climate, energy, and economic development issues.  
 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE  
At the 2014 Conference, the governors and premiers directed the Coordinating 
Committee Officials to establish an initiative for identifying shared challenges and 
barriers associated with economic development and trade in the region, as well as 
opportunities for collaborative actions that could enhance the region’s economic 
competitiveness.  
 
New Hampshire Department of Resources and Economic Development Commissioner 
Jeffrey Rose, along with Nova Scotia Department of Business Deputy Minister 
Catherine Woodman, lead the initiative. The NEG/ECP jurisdictions were surveyed on 
their key economic development issues, priorities and challenges, and asked to identify 
potential areas for cross-border collaborative action.  
 
From these responses, the co-leads identified workforce development and retention and 
targeted sector innovation as the most promising areas for achieving enhanced 
competitiveness through regional cooperation. A proposed regional forum, to be 
organized around the changing economic landscape in the coming year, could gather 
the region’s economic development professionals to exchange information and discuss 
possible specific actions to be taken.  
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COMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENT  
The Committee on the Environment (COE) was established in the mid-eighties to 
address the issue of acid rain. The work of the COE has evolved over the years to 
include the responsibilities of overseeing the implementation of the regional Climate 
Change Action Plans and the work associated to the Climate Change Steering 
Committee (CCSC). The COE also coordinates initiatives based on the priorities and 
environment agendas of the region.  
 
The COE provided significant direction and substantive feedback throughout the year to 
the CCSC on its efforts toward recommending a 2030 GHG progress marker. The COE 
requested that a reduction range be considered and that it accommodate strategic 
differences in how each jurisdiction pursues GHG emission reductions, consistent with 
their specific opportunities, challenges, and priorities. 
 
 
CLIMATE CHANGE STEERING COMMITTEE  
The Climate Change Steering Committee (CCSC) was created in 2001 following the 
adoption of the 2001 Regional Climate Change Action Plan. The CCSC reports to the 
Committee on the Environment (COE) and its mandate is to oversee and report on the 
implementation of the 2001 and 2013 regional Climate Change Action Plans and all 
climate-related initiatives. The committee is responsible for the development of specific 
strategies, measures and action items that support the regional GHG reduction goals. 
Its responsibility also includes the annual maintenance and updates of the regional 
GHG inventory, its associated metrics, and regional GHG projections.  
 
In 2014-15, the CCSC continued its work to investigate and recommend the setting of a 
regional 2030 near-term greenhouse gas (GHG) emission reduction progress marker, 
as directed by the governors and premiers in 2012, keeping in mind the targets adopted 
for 2020 and 2050. In working towards the identification of a 2030 progress marker, the 
CCSC examined current state and provincial policies and regulations, took into 
consideration various economic growth projection scenarios, and looked at current 
policy trends, projections for emission reduction based on current policy, and possible 
alternative approaches that could accelerate the region’s reductions beyond that which 
will be achieved from existing and expected efforts.  
 
The CCSC has agreed to recommend to the Committee on the Environment and the 
governors and premiers a regional reduction range of 35% to 45% below 1990 levels by 
2030 for their consideration. 
 
Achieving such a meaningful target in 2030, as well as the regional 2050 target of 75%-
85% below the 2001 level, will require transformational changes in the way we produce 
and use energy on a daily basis. The CCSC will work in collaboration with other 
NEG/ECP committees to identify suites of measures where GHG reductions are 
possible and continue its work to identify possible strategies that the states and 
provinces may consider to achieve emission reductions to meet the 2030 GHG 
reduction range. Setting a regional 2030 GHG reduction marker offers multiple benefits 
to the individual states and provinces by encouraging adoption of strategies to capture  
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the easier reductions early in the process, thus lowering the cumulative amount of GHG 
emissions in the region earlier and allowing states and provinces to focus their later 
efforts on achieving the more challenging reduction strategies.  
 
 
NORTHEAST INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE ON ENERGY  
Created in 1975, the Northeast International Committee on Energy (NICE) is the longest 
standing committee of the NEG/ECP. NICE serves to facilitate the exchange of 
information between the New England States and Eastern Canadian Provinces on all 
matters related to energy, including security and transportation.  
 
In 2014, NICE was directed by the governors and premiers to hold a regional forum 
focused on the quickly changing global and regional energy landscape, with the 
purpose of gathering information and exploring solutions and common opportunities.  
 
At the Forum held in Québec in December 2014, energy officials from the states and 
provinces were joined by current and former senior officials from the U. S. Energy 
Information Administration, the Canada Energy Board, ISO-New England, and end-user 
companies, for a discussion of the changes in energy supply-delivery chains and energy 
development that are affecting governments and customers. NICE members also 
identified key opportunities for the region, including the impact of energy efficiency on 
annual base load growth, finance and leveraging initiatives for public/private investment, 
and increasing North American energy independence. Challenges discussed by the 
NICE included the cost effectiveness of renewable/procurement initiatives, increasing 
reliability on natural gas without correlated capacity for it, incongruence of market and 
policy-making time horizons, and winter peak-demand rate increases. 
 
Three key needs were identified by the committee:  

 promote public energy literacy relating to infrastructure needs and siting;  

 more timely data and information in the quickly changing energy landscape; and 

 regional solutions.  
 
The Forum contributed directly to the identification of issues and speakers for the 
governors’ and premiers’ discussions at the 2015 NEG/ECP Annual Conference.  
 
 
TRANSPORTATION AND AIR QUALITY COMMITTEE  
The Transportation and Air Quality Committee (TAQC) was formed in 2007 and is 
charged with implementing the 2013 Transport and Air Quality Action Plan, and with 
developing regional targets and strategies that contribute to the reduction of 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and other air pollutants from the transportation 
sector, consistent with the goals of significantly reducing GHG emissions and enhancing 
the effectiveness of the region’s transportation systems. Strategies to reduce GHG 
emissions typically reduce emissions of other criteria pollutants as well, providing 
broader environmental and health benefits in the region and helping the region achieve 
all air quality goals. At the 2014 Conference, TAQC was directed by the governors and 
premiers to continue its work. 
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In 2014-15, TAQC focused its efforts on gaining greater insights into the current and 
future role of electric vehicles (EV) and the associated infrastructure in the region.  
TAQC is creating a Regional Electric Vehicle and Infrastructure Profile that captures 
information on EVs and recharging infrastructure: the number of light-duty electric 
vehicles in the region, the number of publicly available charging stations, and the fleet 
penetration of EVs as a percentage of the entire light-duty fleet. This baseline 
information allows the TAQC to track the progress over time toward the regional goal 
established by the governors and premiers in 2013:  five percent fleet market share 
penetration of alternative fuel vehicles by 2020.   
 
As of mid-June 2015, member jurisdictions report a regional total of approximately 
17,600 light-duty EVs (including public, governmental and commercial vehicles), which 
represents an estimated 0.12 percent of the region’s light-duty fleet. Approximately 
1,300 public charging stations (1,232 Level II and 76 DC Fast Charge) exist in the 
region. 
 
Since this initial survey underscored variation in definitions and data sources, TAQC will 
refine its survey process in the coming year to develop an updated baseline.    
 
TAQC also provided opportunities for NEC/ECP member jurisdictions to examine some 
of the policy and regulatory issues and opportunities associated with building out an EV 
network. Members of the TAQC, NICE and CCSC participated in a webinar on Electric 
Vehicle Network Development, which examined such cross-cutting issues as charging 
and grid infrastructure, consumer protection, and opportunities and challenges for 
regulators in relation to EVs and the electric grid needed to sustain them.  
 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
Administrative support for all NEG/ECP committees is provided by the Eastern 
Canadian Premiers’ (ECP) Secretariat and the Coalition of Northeastern Governors 
Policy Research Center, Inc (CONEG). 
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2014-2015 COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 

 
Coordinating Committee Officials (CCO) 

NEG Officials 
 
Connecticut – NEG Co-chair 
Dan DeSimone  
Washington, DC Office of the Governor  
 
Maine 
Patrick Woodcock 
Governor’s Energy Office 
 
Massachusetts 
Tiffany Watkins Ahern 
Washington, DC Office of the Governor 
 

New Hampshire  
Pamela Walsh 
Office of the Governor 
 
Rhode Island 
Matt Bucci 
Office of the Governor 
 
Vermont 
Shana Trombley 
Office of the Governor 
 
NEG Secretariat 
Anne Stubbs 

 
ECP Officials 
 
Newfoundland and Labrador (2015 Host Province) 
Greg Clarke 
Municipal & Intergovernmental Affairs  
 
Jennifer Crummey 
Municipal & Intergovernmental Affairs  
 
New Brunswick 
Lynn MacKay 
Intergovernmental Affairs 
 
Nova Scotia 
Sheila Paterson 
Intergovernmental Affairs 

Prince Edward Island 
Rochelle Gallant 
Intergovernmental Affairs   
 
Québec 
Marc-André Thivierge 
Ministère des Relations internationales et de la 
Francophonie  
 
ECP  Secretariat 
Sylvie Martin 
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Committee on the Environment (COE) 
 
NEG Officials 
 
New Hampshire – NEG Co-Chair 
Thomas Burack 
Department of Environmental Services 
 
Connecticut  
Rob Klee 
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 
 
Maine 
Patricia Aho 
Department of Environmental Protection 
 

 

Massachusetts 
Martin Suuberg 
Department of Environmental Protection 
 
Rhode Island 
Janet Coit 
Department of Environmental Management 
 
Vermont 
Deb Markowitz 
Agency of Natural Resources 

 
NEG Secretariat 
Anne Stubbs 

 
  
ECP Officials 
 
Prince Edward Island – ECP Co-Chair 
Todd Dupuis  
Department of Communities, Land & Environment 
 
New Brunswick 
Kelli Simmonds 
Department of Environment & Local Government 
 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
Jamie Chippett 
Department of Environment & Conservation 
 

Nova Scotia 
Frances Martin 
Department of the Environment  
 
Québec 
Geneviève Moisan 
Ministère du Développement durable, de 
l’Environnement et de la Lutte contre les 
changements climatiques 
 
ECP Secretariat 
Sylvie Martin  
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Climate Change Steering Committee (CCSC) 
 
NEG Officials 
 
New Hampshire – NEG Co-Chair 
Michael Fitzgerald 
Department of Environmental Services 
 
Connecticut 
Tracy Babbidge 
Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection 

 
Maine 
Patricia Aho 
Department of Environmental Protection 

Massachusetts 
Christine Kirby 
Department of Environmental Protection 
 
Rhode Island 
Frank Stevenson 
Department of Environmental Management 
 
Vermont 
Sarah McKearnan 
Agency of Natural Resources 
 
NEG Secretariat 
Anne Stubbs 

 
 
ECP Officials 
 
Québec – ECP Co-Chair 
Marc DeBlois 
Ministère du Développement durable, de 
l’Environnement et de la Lutte contre les 
changements climatiques 
 
Bernard Béliveau 
Ministère de l’Énergie et des Ressources naturelles 
 
New Brunswick 
Darwin Curtis 
Department of Environment and Local Government 
  
Heather Quinn 
Department of Energy and Mines 
 
Susan Atkinson 
Department of Environment and Local Government 
 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
Gerald Crane 
Office of Climate Change and Energy Efficiency  

Nova Scotia 
John Odenthal 
Department of the Environment 
 
Karen Daniels 
Department of Energy 
 
Prince Edward Island 
Don Reeves 
Department of Communities, Land & Environment 
 
Erin Taylor 
Department of Communities, Land & Environment 
 
ECP Secretariat 
Sylvie Martin  
 

 
  
 



 

8 

 

Transportation and Air Quality Committee (TAQC) 
 
NEG Officials 
 
New Hampshire – NEG Co-Chair 
Rebecca Ohler  
Department of Environmental Services 
 
Bill Watson 
Department of Transportation 
 
Connecticut 
Tracy Babbidge 
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 
 
David Elder 
Department of Transportation 
 
Maine 
Patricia Aho 
Department of Environmental Protection 
 
Nathan Howard 
Department of Transportation 

Vermont – NEG Co-Chair 
Gina Campoli – NEG Co-Chair 
Agency of Transportation 

 
Tom Moye 
Department of Environmental Conservation 

 
Massachusetts 
Christine Kirby 
Department of Environmental Protection 
 
Stephen Woelfel 
Department of Transportation 
 
Rhode Island 
Frank Stevenson 
Department of Environmental Management 
 
Diane Badorek 
Department of Transportation 
 
NEG Secretariat 
Anne Stubbs 

 
ECP Officials 
 
New Brunswick – ECP Co-Chair 
Nancy Lynch  
Department of Transportation and Infrastructure 
 
Susan Atkinson 
Department of Environment and Local Government 
 
Newfoundland & Labrador 
Steve St. Pierre  
Office of Climate Change and Energy Efficiency 
 
Nova Scotia 
Karen Daniels 
Department of Energy 
 

Québec – ECP Co-Chair   
Martin Hotte  
Ministère des Transports 
 
Marc DeBlois 
Ministère du Développement durable, de 
l’Environnement et de la Lutte contre les changements 
climatiques 
 
Prince Edward Island 
Erin Taylor 
Department of Communities, Land & Environment 
 
Paul Godfrey  
Department of Transportation, Infrastructure & Energy 
 
ECP Secretariat 
Sylvie Martin  
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Northeastern International Committee on Energy (NICE) 
 
NEG Officials 
 
Massachusetts – NEG Co-Chair 
Alexandra Cahill  
Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
 
Connecticut 
Katherine Dykes 
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 

 
Maine 
Patrick Woodcock 
Office of Energy Independence and Security 
 

 

New Hampshire 
Meredith Hatfield 
Office of Energy and Planning 

 
Rhode Island 
Marion Gold 
Office of Energy Resources 

 
Vermont 
Christopher Recchia 
Department of Public Service 

 
NEG Secretariat 
Anne Stubbs 

 
 
ECP Officials 
 
Québec – ECP Co-Chair 
Luce Asselin 
Ministère de l’Énergie et des Ressources naturelles 
 
Bernard Béliveau 
Ministère de l’Énergie et des Ressources naturelles 
 
New Brunswick 
Heather Quinn 
Department of Energy and Mines 
 
Bill Breckenridge 
Department of Energy and Mines 
 
Newfoundland & Labrador 
Tracy English 
Department of Natural Resources 

Nova Scotia 
Bruce Cameron 
Department of Energy 
 
Scott McCoombs 
Department of Energy 
 
Nancy Rondeaux 
Department of Energy  
 
Prince Edward Island 
Kim Horrelt 
Department of Transportation, Infrastructure and 
Energy 
 
ECP  Secretariat 
Sylvie Martin 

 
 
 


